Microbial control: the first stage of root canal treatment.
The critical step for successful treatment of an infected root canal system is to treat the root canal in such a way as to remove as many microbes as possible (in the case of a necrotic tooth) or to maintain the sterility of the canal (in the case of a vital tooth); this is called the microbial control phase of root canal treatment. This article describes the steps required for adequate microbial control. The rationale for minimal apical file sizes and irrigation and antimicrobial medicaments required are described in detail.